
 

 

FVC-008/2011 
Issued: 18th April 2011        Rev: 1 
     Revision Date: 
 
TO: ALL SHIPOWNERS, OPERATORS, CHARTERERS, MASTER AND CREW, DEPUTY REGISTRARS AND 

RESIDENT AGENTS 

SUBJECT: FISHING DATA BUOYS 

Reference:  Issued in accordance with Part II 3 (1)(f) and Part VII 19(1)(2) of the Belize High Seas 
Fishing Act, 2003 
 

BACKGROUND:  

Many nations operate and deploy data buoys throughout oceans worldwide in order to gather 

information to make improved weather and marine forecasts, provide assistance to fisheries by 

generating data on sea surface and subsurface measurements, provide assistance to search and rescue 

efforts at seas and collect critical data used to conduct research on meteorological and oceanographic 

topics and climate prediction.  Highly migratory species, especially tuna species aggregate in the vicinity 

of data buoys.  It has been determined that damage caused to data buoys by fishing vessels causes 

significant problems worldwide. Damage to data buoys also results in significant loss of data critical to 

weather forecasting, to the study of marine conditions, to tsunami warnings, to support for search and 

rescue efforts at sea and that countries expend considerable time and resources to locate, replace and 

repair damaged data buoys. 

APPLICABILITY 

1. For the purpose of this Circular, data buoys are defined as floating devices, either drifting or 

anchored, that are deployed by governmental or recognized scientific organizations or entities 

for the purpose of electronically collecting and measuring environmental data and not for the 

purpose of fishing activities. 

2. All Belize flagged fishing vessels are prohibited from intentionally fishing within one nautical 

mile of or interacting with any data buoy in any ocean, which includes but not limited to, 

encircling the buoy with fishing gear, tying up to or attaching the vessel, or any fishing gear, part 

or portion of the vessel, to a data buoy or its mooring; or cutting a data buoy anchor line 

3. All Belize flagged fishing vessels are prohibited from taking on board a data buoy while engaged 

in fishing for tuna and tuna like species in any ocean unless specifically authorized or requested 

to do so by the country or owner responsible for the data buoy. 
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4. Masters of Belize flagged fishing vessels are encouraged to keep watch for moored data buoys 

at seas and to take all reasonable measures to avoid fishing gear entanglement or directly 

interacting in any way with those data buoys. 

5. Fishing vessels that become entangled with a data buoy should immediately remove the 

entangled fishing gear with as little damage to the data buoy as possible. 

6. Belize flagged fishing vessels shall report any data buoys observed to be damaged or otherwise 

inoperable along with the data of observation, buoy location, and any discernable identifying 

information contained on the data buoy. 

MAINTENANCE 

Ship owners, operators, masters must ensure that this Fishing Vessel Circular is maintained on board 

their vessel and that the contents is properly disseminated to the crew as well as to all persons affected 

by or having an interest in the subject matter, in a language understood by all. 

ENFORENCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE  

Failure to comply with this Circular shall result in punitive actions taken in accordance with Part V 

Section 14 of the High Seas Fishing Act, 2003 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS CIRCULAR 

This Fishing Vessel Circular is to be implemented with immediate effect and shall remain in force until 

further notification by the Belize Administration. 

 

Any queries related to this Circular should be directed to: 

International Merchant Marine Registry of Belize  Belize Fisheries Department 
Fishing Vessels Manager     Fisheries Administrator  
Tel: 501-223-5026/5031/5047     Tel: 501-223-2187 
Email: immarbe@btl.net     fisheries_department@fisheries.gov.bz  
 

 

mailto:immarbe@btl.net
mailto:fisheries_department@fisheries.gov.bz

