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BELIZE F ISHERIES DEPARTMENT  

Considering that thresher sharks of the family of 

Alopiidae are caught as by-catch in the IOTC 

Convention area and noting that scientific data 

points out that the bigeye thresher shark (Alopias 

superciliosus) is particularly endangered and 

vulnerable.  In addition it has become difficult to 

differentiate between the various species of 

thresher sharks without taking them on board and 

that such action might jeopardize the survival of 

the captured species. As a consequence of the 

above the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) 

has adopted the following: 

 

The measures below shall apply to all fishing 

vessels on the IOTC Record of authorized Vessels. 

 

1. Fishing vessels flying the Belize flag and 

operating in this area are prohibited from 

retaining on board, transshipping, landing, 

storing, selling or offering for sale any 

part or whole carcass of thresher sharks of 

all the species of the family Alopiidae 
 

2. Vessels must promptly release unharmed, 

to the extent practicable, thresher sharks 

when brought along side for taking on 

board the vessel. 

 

Conservation of Thresher Sharks caught in Association 

with Fisheries in the IOTC Area of Competence 

3. Operators of all vessels are to record 

incidental catches as well as live releases 

and report to this Administration for on-

ward submission to IOTC Secretariat. 

 

4. Recreational and sport fishing shall release 

alive all caught animals of thresher sharks 

of all the species of the family Alopiidae.  In 

no circumstances specimen shall be 

retained on board, transshipped, landed, 

stored, sold or offered for sale.  Operators 

of fishing vessels engaged in such 

operation shall ensure that they are 

equipped with instruments suitable to 

release alive the animals. 
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Notice to Fishing Vessel Owners and Operators 

This guidance note is intended to update 
all concerned parties on the relevant 
regulations applicable to their vessels 
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