
Belize Fisheries Department                                                              International Merchant Marine Registry of Belize         
Princess Margaret Drive, P.O. Box 148, Belize City, Belize                    Newtown Barracks, Marina Towers, Suite 204           

fisheries_department@fisheries.gov.bz , Tel: 501-22-32187                  immarbe@btl.net , Tel: 501-22-35026  

BELIZE  HIGH  SEAS  FISHING 

It has come to our attention that vessels have 

been engaging in illegal, unreported and 

unregulated (IUU) fishing, mainly due to not being 

aware of what activities are considered to be IUU 

activities. 

 

For the guidance of all fishing vessel owners, 

operators, charterer and other concerned parties, 

a fishing vessel shall be presumed to be engaged 

in IUU fishing if it is shown that , contrary to the 

conservation and management measures 

applicable in the fishing area concerned; it has  

 

a) fished without a valid license, 

authorization or permit issued by the 

flag State or the relevant coastal State; 

or 

b) not fulfilled its obligation to record, 

report catch or catch related data, 

including data to be transmitted by 

satellite vessel monitoring system; or 

c) fished in a closed area, during a closed 

season, without or after attainment of 

a quota or beyond a closed depth; or 

d) engaged in directed fishing for a stock 

which is subject to a moratorium or for 

which fishing is prohibited; or 

e) used prohibited or non-compliant 

fishing gear; or 

f) falsified or concealed its markings, 

identity or registration; or 

g) concealed, tampered with or disposed 

of evidence relating to an 

investigation; or 

h) obstructed the work of officials in the 

exercise of their duties in inspecting 

for compliance  with the applicable 

conservation and management 
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measures; or the work of observers in 

the exercise of their duties of observing 

compliance with the applicable 

Community rules; or 

i) taken on board, transhipped or landed 

undersized fish in contravention of all 

relevant legislation in force; or 

j) transhipped or participated in joint 

fishing operations with, supported or re-

supplied other fishing vessels identified 

as having engaged in IUU fishing. 

k) Carried out fishing activities in the area 

of a regional fisheries management 

organization in a manner inconsistent 

with or in contravention of the 

conservation and management measures 

of that organization and is flagged to a 

State not party to that organization, or 

not cooperating with that organization as 

established by that organization; or 

l) No nationality and is therefore a 

stateless vessel, in accordance with 

international law. 

 

The activities set out above shall be considered 

serious infringement depending on the gravity of 

the infringement in question which shall be 

determined by our Administration, taking into 

account the criteria such as damage done, its value, 

the extent of the infringement or its repetition. 

 

Sanctions of equal severity will be applied to any 

fishing vessel which engages in IUU activities which 

will be decided at the discretion of the Belize 

Administration.  
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