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BELIZE  HIGH  SEAS  FISHING 

The importance of a Vessel Monitoring System is an integral part of an effective monitoring, control 

and surveillance regime to ensure the long-term sustainability of marine resources.  It is also one of 

the important monitoring, control and surveillance measures to deter illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing especially with the introduction of the EU IUU Regulation. 

 

After closely monitoring the activities of our vessels via our vessel monitoring system, it would 

appear that a number of our vessels have interrupted VMS signals during fishing campaigns.  On 

several occasions, all concerned parties were notified that it is mandatory for vessels to maintain an 

active unit at all times.  While accommodations have been made on a case by case basis for vessels at 

port, those vessels are also encouraged to maintain their unit functional during that time. 

 

Nonetheless, it would appear that a number of vessels have been monitored as having interrupted 

signals while carrying out fishing activities on the high seas.  However upon receiving warning emails 

of impending sanctioning the units immediately become functional.  This leads us to suspect that the 

units are intentionally being turned off within certain fishing areas or certain closed periods. 

 

This behaviour has been occurring continuously, especially with our fleet within the IATTC area.  As a 

consequence, given that our notices and warnings seem to be treated with disregard, we have 

decided to be more proactive in the measures taken to ensure full compliance with our VMS 

requirement.  As such, on a case by case basis, vessels with inactive vessel monitoring system will 

immediately be sanctioned by the imposition of a fine.  The sanctioning will take into consideration, 

the area of operation of the vessel and its overall history with respect to vessel monitoring. The dollar 

amount of fine to be levied will be at the discretion of the Belize Administration. 

 
We hope for your cooperation in this regard and full compliance with this notice. 

INTERUPTED VMS SIGNALS 

18 t h  March 2011 

Notice to Fishing Vessel Owners and Operators 005-2011 
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